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Demographic studies, by their very nature, give us a "snap shot" of a single period in time. 
The value of such "snap shots" grows significantly when one can lay several of them side by 
side and see the trends that exist over time. Cross comparison of communities gives u.sasense of 
both the common themes and the distinct differences that exist between and among them. 

A c o m p a r i s o n o f t w o r e c e n t d e m o 
g r a p h i c p r o f i l e s , o n e o f St. L o u i s , 

M i s s o u r i a n d t h e o t h e r o f P a l o A l t o , 
C a l i f o r n i a , h i g h l i g h t s s t r i k i n g d i f 
f e r e n c e s as wel l as s im i l a r i t i e s , a n d of
fe rs i m p o r t a n t i m p l i c a t i o n s fo r J e w i s h 
c o m m u n a l s e rv i ces . St. L o u i s is a n o l d e r , 
m i d w e s t e r n c o m m u n i t y , w i th a J e w i s h 
p o p u l a t i o n o f 5 3 , 3 0 0 . P a l o A l t o r e p r e 
s e n t s a y o u n g e r , w e s t e r n , s u b u r b a n , 
s u n b e l t c o m m u n i t y s o u t h o f San F r a n 
c i s c o , w i t h a J e w i s h p o p u l a t i o n o f 
1 5 , 9 0 0 . 

U n d e r t h e d i r e c t i o n o f D r . G a r y 
T o b i n o f W a s h i n g t o n U n i v e r s i t y , t h e 
J e w i s h F e d e r a t i o n o f St . L o u i s c o m 
p l e t e d a m a j o r t h r e e - y e a r s t u d v in 1 9 8 2 , 
a n d p u b l i s h e d a 2 4 0 - p a g e r e p o r t t i t l ed : 
" D e m o g r a p h i c a n d A t t i t u d i n a l S t u d y o f 
t h e St. L o u i s J e w i s h p o p u l a t i o n " . 1 T h e 
J e w i s h C o m m u n i t y F e d e r a t i o n o f S a n 
F r a n c i s c o c o n d u c t e d a d e m o g r a p h i c 
s t u d y o f its P a l o A l t o a r e a in 1 9 8 1 , 
u n d e r t h e d i r e c t i o n o f P r o f e s s o r B r u c e 
Ph i l l ips o f H e b r e w U n i o n C o l l e g e in Los 
A n g e l e s . T h e p u r p o s e o f t h e P a l o A l t o 
s t u d y was to p r o v i d e bas ic d e m o g r a p h i c 
i n f o r m a t i o n a n d to test t h e level o f 
i n t e r e s t a n d s u p p o r t f o r a p r o p o s e d 
m a j o r p r o g r a m of e x p a n s i o n by t h e 
J e w i s h C o m m u n i t y C e n t e r . 2 

1 Gary T o b i n , " D e m o g r a p h i c and At t i tudinal 
Study of the St. Louis Jewish Popula t ion ," u n p u b 
lished mimeo . , 1982. 

2 B ruce Phillips, "South Peninsula Study," un-

Differences and Similarities 

I n r e v i e w i n g t h e d e m o g r a p h i c s o f 
t h e s e t w o c o m m u n i t i e s , o n e is f o r e m o s t 
s t r u c k bv t w o bas i c c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s : (1) 
s t a g n a n t p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h , a n d (2) a 
g r o w i n g e l d e r l y p o p u l a t i o n . T h e St. 
L o u i s s t u d y s t a t e s t h a t " p l a n n i n g d e c i 
s i ons s h o u l d b e b a s e d o n t h e a s s u m p t i o n 
o f a n o - g r o w t h a n d g e n e r a l l y s h r i n k 
i n g p o p u l a t i o n fo r at least t h e n e x t five 
y e a r s . " ' 1 

T h e Pa lo A l t o a r e a , w i th a y o u n g e r 
p o p u l a t i o n , h a s g r o w n by less t h a n o n e 
p e r c e n t p e r y e a r d u r i n g t h e last d e c a d e , 
a n d th i s t r e n d is e x p e c t e d t o c o n t i n u e . 
G i v e n t h e e x t r e m e l y h i g h cost o f h o u s 
i n g in t h e P a l o A l t o a r e a , a n i n f l u x o f 
n e w f a m i l i e s is n o t p r o j e c t e d . T h i s , 
c o u p l e d wi th t h e fact t h a t 6 0 p e r c e n t o f 
all m a r r i e d c o u p l e s n o w l iv ing in P a l o 
A l t o a r e d u a l c a r e e r f ami l i e s , m a k e s it 
u n l i k e l y tha t n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e will ex 
c e e d t h e z e r o p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h ( Z P G ) 
r a t e o f t w o c h i l d r e n p e r m a r r i e d c o u p l e . 
T h e " a v e r a g e " fami ly o f t w o a d u l t s a n d 
t w o c h i l d r e n is no t su f f i c i en t to m a k e u p 
fo r t h o s e i n d i v i d u a l s w h o d o no t m a r r y , 
o r f o r t h o s e c o u p l e s w h o d o no t r e p r o 
d u c e t h e m s e l v e s o r h a v e o n l y o n e c h i l d . 

publ i shed mimeo. , 1981. The findings of the 
s tudy indicated sufficient c o m m u n i t y s u p p o r t a n d 
need for t he San Francisco Jewish C o m m u n i t y 
Federa t ion to go a h e a d with a S2.5 million p ro 
g r a m for a new cen te r facility. 

:1 op. cit., Gary T o b i n . 
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T h e p o p u l a t i o n loss c a u s e d by n o t 
p r o d u c i n g a su f f i c i en t n u m b e r o f b a b i e s 
t o r e p l a c e t h e e x i s t i n g a d u l t p o p u l a t i o n 
is a c c e n t u a t e d by t h e g r o w i n g r a t e o f 
i n t e r - m a r r i a g e , e s t i m a t e d t o b e 2 5 p e r 
c e n t in St. L o u i s a n d 4 0 p e r c e n t in P a l o 
A l t o . M a n y , if n o t m o s t o f t h e c h i l d r e n 
r e s u l t i n g f r o m t h e s e i n t e r m a r r i a g e s , will 
n o t b e r a i s e d as J e w s . It w o u l d t h u s s e e m 
t h a t m a n y o f o u r J e w i s h c o m m u n i t i e s 
h a v e a l r e a d y s l i p p e d p a s t t h e Z P G m a r k 
a n d a r e c u r r e n t l y o n t h e s l i p p e r y d e m o 
g r a p h i c s l o p e o f p o p u l a t i o n d e c l i n e . I n 
m a n y c o m m u n i t i e s , i n c l u d i n g P a l o A l t o , 
it h a s o n l y b e e n t h e a d d i t i o n o f I s rae l i s 
a n d R u s s i a n e m i g r e s t h a t h a s c r e a t e d t h e 
a p p e a r a n c e o f a s t ab l e Z P G c o m m u n i t y . 

T h e i n e v i t a b l e r e s u l t o f f e w e r ch i l 
d r e n b e i n g b o r n is t h a t t h e p r o p o r t i o n 
of e l d e r h in t h e c o m m u n i t y i n c r e a s e s 
d r a m a t i c a l l y . T h e p e r c e n t a g e of t h e 
J e w i s h p o p u l a t i o n in St. L o u i s t h a t is 60 
y e a r s o r o l d e r is 22 p e r c e n t o f t h e J e w i s h 
c o m m u n i t y . I n P a l o A l t o , t h e p e r c e n t 
a g e is o n l y 12 p e r c e n t , b u t th is is d o u b l e 
t h e p e r c e n t a g e t h a t e x i s t e d t e n y e a r s 
a g o . T h e St. L o u i s s t u d y s ta tes t h a t "a 
s izab le m i n o r i t y o f t h e e l d e r l y in t h e 
J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y a r e ' s e rv ice p o o r ' . 
B e c a u s e o f l o c a t i o n , d i sab i l i ty , lack o f 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a n d lack o f f ami ly s u p 
p o r t , this p o p u l a t i o n lives in p o v e r t y o r 
n e a r p o v e r t y a n d g e o g r a p h i c i s o l a t i o n . " 4 

Funding Conflicts 

G i v e n a g r o w i n g p r o p o r t i o n o f el
d e r l y , as c o n t r a s t e d w i t h a d e c l i n i n g 
p r o p o r t i o n o f c h i l d r e n , it w o u l d s e e m 
t h a t a r a t i o n a l p l a n n i n g a n d b u d g e t i n g 
p r o c e s s w o u l d b e a b l e s i m p l y to shif t 
f e d e r a t i o n f u n d s f r o m se rv ices to ch i l 
d r e n ( i n c l u d i n g J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n a l ac
t ivi t ies) to s e rv i ce s o f i m m e d i a t e c o n c e r n 
to t h e e l d e r l y . 

F e d e r a t i o n s a r e i n c r e a s i n g l y f a c e d 
w i t h t h e conf l ic t o f f u n d i n g " g o o d a n d 

4 Ibid, p . xi. 

w e l f a r e " se rv ices v e r s u s se rv ices to e n 
s u r e J e w i s h c o n t i n u i t y . T h e m o s t p o i g 
n a n t e x a m p l e o f th is c e n t r a l p r i o r i t y 
q u e s t i o n is e m b o d i e d in t h e d i l e m m a 
t h a t p r o f e s s i o n a l s a n d l ay l e a d e r s 
g r a p p l e w i t h , in c o n s i d e r i n g t h e g r o w 
i n g d e m a n d f o r m o r e f u n d s f o r s e n i o r 
s e r v i c e s . I n c r e a s i n g s e n i o r se rv ices o f t e n 
m e a n s t a k i n g f u n d s a w a y f r o m o t h e r 
a r e a s , i n c l u d i n g J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n . I n a 
t i m e w h e n t h e r e a r e f e w e r c h i l d r e n , 
e a c h c h i l d b e c o m e s m o r e v a l u a b l e o n 
t h e sca le o f J e w i s h s u r v i v a l a n d c o n 
t i n u i t y . S o m e a r g u e , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t a 
greater p r o p o r t i o n o f c o m m u n i t y f u n d s 
s h o u l d b e u s e d t o p r o v i d e J e w i s h e d u 
c a t i o n s e r v i c e s , as a c e n t r a l s t r a t e g y f o r 
e n s u r i n g J e w i s h c o n t i n u i t y , even if th is 
m e a n s d e n y i n g n e e d e d se rv ices to t h e 
e l d e r l y . 

T h e d y n a m i c t e n s i o n b e t w e e n t h e s e 
t w o v i e w p o i n t s will g r o w in t h e y e a r s 
a h e a d . O v e r t i m e , t h e c o n c e r n s o f o u r 
m i d d l e - a g e d c a d r e o f d o n o r s a n d l e a d 
e r s will shif t f r o m t h e n e e d s o f t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n f o r J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n to t h e 
n e e d s o f t h e i r a g i n g p a r e n t s , as t h e s e 
a g i n g p a r e n t s b e g i n to m o v e f r o m t h e 
c a t e g o r y o f a c t i ve , h e a l t h y e l d e r l y to t h a t 
o f t h e frai l , v u l n e r a b l e e l d e r l y . 

A se r i e s o f i n t e r r e l a t e d f a c t o r s a r e 
c o n v e r g i n g to i n c r e a s e t h e p r e s s u r e fo r 
a d d i t i o n a l s e n i o r s e rv i ce s . S e v e r e c u t 
b a c k s in g o v e r n m e n t f u n d i n g f o r s e n i o r 
s e r v i c e s , u p o n w h i c h t h e J e w i s h c o m 
m u n i t y has c o m e to r e ly , a r e j u s t b e g i n 
n i n g . M o r e fami l i es a r e m a d e u p o f 
d u a l - c a r e e r c o u p l e s , l e a v i n g less " f r e e 
t i m e " ava i l ab l e t o t a k e c a r e o f a g i n g re l 
a t i v e s . S i n c e t h e 1950 ' s , f ewe r a n d f e w e r 
f ami l i e s live in t h e s a m e city as t h e i r 
f ami ly o f o r i g i n . A final m a j o r f ac to r is 
t h e d r a m a t i c i n c r e a s e in l o n g e v i t y w h i c h 
h a s o c c u r r e d o v e r t h e pas t d e c a d e . 

T h e p r e s s u r e s a r e m o u n t i n g , a n d will 
f irst c o m e to b e a r in o l d e r cit ies l ike St. 
L o u i s , in w h i c h t h e s i x t y - a n d - o v e r 
g r o u p is a l r e a d y s ign i f i can t ly l a r g e r (22 
p e r c e n t ) t h a n t h e s c h o o l - a g e g r o u p ( a g e 
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6 - 1 7 ) w h i c h m a k e s u p on ly 13 p e r c e n t 
o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n . P a l o A l t o , as a 
y o u n g e r c o m m u n i t y , has m o r e o f a bal
a n c e , with 15 p e r c e n t o f the p o p u l a t i o n 
b e t w e e n the ages o f s ix a n d s e v e n t e e n , 
as c o m p a r e d with 12 p e r c e n t for t h o s e 
o v e r the a g e o f sixty. 

The Jewish Future 

T h e task o f r e a c h i n g o u t to J e w i s h 
s c h o o l - a g e c h i l d r e n will r e m a i n a chal 
l e n g e for b o t h c o m m u n i t i e s . For St. 
Louis the p r o b l e m , as m e n t i o n e d a b o v e , 
will r e v o l v e a r o u n d t h e q u e s t i o n o f al lo
ca t ion o f r e s o u r c e s b e t w e e n c o m p e t i n g 
a g e g r o u p s . In the Palo A l t o area t h e 
c h a l l e n g e will a l so be to f ind a n d m a i n 
tain contac t with the J e w i s h s c h o o l - a g e 
c h i l d r e n , as o n l y 4 5 p e r c e n t are receiv
i n g any f o r m a l J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n , as 
c o m p a r e d to o v e r 8 0 p e r c e n t in St. 
L o u i s . 

In contras t to the g e n e r a l s t e r e o t y p e 
t h a t l o w e r i n c o m e J e w i s h f a m i l i e s 
m a i n t a i n tradi t ional ways , wh i l e h i g h e r 
i n c o m e famil ies are m o r e likely to as
s imi la te , t h e Palo A l t o s tudy ind ica ted 
that fami l ies wi th s c h o o l - a g e c h i l d r e n 
w h o s e i n c o m e is o v e r $ 6 0 , 0 0 0 are 2 1 /2 
t imes m o r e l ikely to enro l l the ir c h i l d r e n 
in J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n classes than are 
f a m i l i e s w h o s e i n c o m e is l e s s t h a n 
$ 4 0 , 0 0 0 . T h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n 
fami ly i n c o m e a n d s y n a g o g u e aff i l iat ion 
is an area w h i c h n e e d s f u r t h e r e x p l o r a 
t ion a n d pol icy c o n s i d e r a t i o n . T h e St. 
Lou i s s tudy indicates that 3 0 p e r c e n t o f 
t h o s e w h o d o n o t affi l iate c la im that 
cost is a m a j o r factor. 

The Role of 
Demographic Studies 

D e m o g r a p h i c s tud ie s , by their very 
n a t u r e , g ive us a "snap shot" o f a s ingle 
p e r i o d in t ime . T h e va lue o f s u c h "snap 

shots" g r o w s s ignif icant ly w h e n o n e can 
lay severa l o f t h e m side by s ide a n d see 
the t r e n d s that exist o v e r t ime. Cross 
c o m p a r i s o n o f c o m m u n i t i e s gives us a 
s e n s e o f both the c o m m o n t h e m e s a n d 
t h e dist inct d i f f e r e n c e s that exist be 
t w e e n a n d a m o n g t h e m . 

W h a t s tands o u t in this rev iew o f d e 
m o g r a p h i c s tudies o f such wide ly sepa
r a t e d c o m m u n i t i e s is that , lack ing an in
f lux o f n e w arrivals or a c h a n g e in per
sona l cho ices r e g a r d i n g the n u m b e r o f 
c h i l d r e n c o u p l e s e lect to have , bo th St. 
Louis a n d Palo A l t o are g o i n g to e x p e r i 
e n c e a l e v e l i n g - o f f a n d s low d e c l i n e in 
p o p u l a t i o n size. B o t h c o m m u n i t i e s will 
a l s o e x p e r i e n c e a n i n c r e a s e in t h e 
n u m b e r o f e lder ly , a n d an in tens i fy ing 
c o n f l i c t b e t w e e n s e r v i n g t h e e v e r 
g r o w i n g e lder ly p o p u l a t i o n a n d t h e in 
c r e a s i n g l y v a l u a b l e , b u t s ta t i s t i ca l l y 
s m a l l e r , y o u n g e r p o p u l a t i o n . 

D e m o g r a p h i c i n f o r m a t i o n is both dif
ficult and e x p e n s i v e to obta in . B e c a u s e 
the U .S . C e n s u s B u r e a u , as a major 
s o u r c e o f d e m o g r a p h i c i n f o r m a t i o n , 
d o e s not ask q u e s t i o n s r e g a r d i n g reli
g i o u s p r e f e r e n c e , it d o e s not p r o v i d e the 
data f e d e r a t i o n s n e e d . It is e n c u m b e n t 
o n f e d e r a t i o n s t h e m s e l v e s to d e v e l o p 
the d e m o g r a p h i c data n e e d e d , to use it 
to establ ish a base l ine for p l a n n i n g , a n d 
to u p d a t e this mater ia l at least o n c e a 
d e c a d e . 

A m o r e i m m e d i a t e c h a l l e n g e is to 
uti l ize e f fect ive ly the wea l th o f mater ia l 
that a major d e m o g r a p h i c s tudy can 
p r o v i d e . S tud ie s in a n d o f t h e m s e l v e s 
c a n n o t p r o v i d e s o l u t i o n s to the p r o b 
l e m s that t h e y h i g h l i g h t . T h e y c a n , 
h o w e v e r , serve as a catalyst for c o m m u 
nity d i s c u s s i o n , a n d a tool in the p lan
n i n g a n d b u d g e t i n g proces s . 

T h e issues specif ical ly c i ted , i .e. the 
n e e d s of the e lder ly a n d the n e e d s for 
f u r t h e r J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n , can on ly be 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y r e s o l v e d by i n c r e a s e d 
f u n d - r a i s i n g . Most J e w i s h c o m m u n i t i e s , 
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i n c l u d i n g St. L o u i s a n d P a l o A l t o , h a v e 
t h e p o t e n t i a l o f r a i s i n g su f f i c i en t f u n d s 
t o m e e t t h e s e as wel l as o t h e r p r e s s i n g 
n e e d s . T h e c h a l l e n g e b e f o r e f e d e r a t i o n s 

is t o u s e t h e r e s u l t s o f d e m o g r a p h i c 
s t u d i e s as t oo l s f o r e d u c a t i o n a n d f u n d -
r a i s i n g , in a d d i t i o n to t h e i r t r a d i t i o n a l 
a p p l i c a t i o n s . 

Oil by David Shair . Cour tesy of Pucker Safrai Gallery, 171 N e w b u r y St., Bos ton , MA 02116 a n d 
also available f rom S e r a p h i m Gallery, 780 West End Ave. , New York , NY 10025. 

F r o m The Melton Journal, Sp r ing 1982. 
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