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A New and Valuable Book

Within a few days there will appear a
135-page book, “Boys’ Clubs,” by Dr. Charles
S. Bernheimer, superintendent of the He-
brew Educational Society of Brooklyn, and
Mr. Jacob M. Cohen, club director, Recrea-
tion Center 20 of New York. The Baker
and Taylor Company of New York will act
as trade-selling agents ($r.00). Since the
appearance of the “Handbook of Settle-
ments,” prepared for the Russell Sage
Foundation by Robert A. Woods and Albert
J. Kennedy, in 1911, where for the first
time settlement workers had the oppor-
tunity of learning the vast extent of social
efforts along these lines, and where in 413
settlements in the various cities in the coun-
try, boys’ and girls’ clubs are conducted.
some on a large, some on a small scale,
probably runuing into the many thousands,
it was found logical and obvious that
sooner or later a handbook on the philos-
ophy of club work should De prepared.
Sporadic attempts have been made by a
few social workers to {ill this apparent
need, but none of these scem to have co-
ordinated this important branch of settle-
ment work in as systematic a manner as
does this book under consideration.

The book will be welcomed as a text,
reference and guide book for both the
thousands of club leaders (most of them
volunteers and without much experience in
social work), as well as the few hundred
thousand boys and girls who are members
of clubs throughout the settlements of the
country, recruited often from the street
gang, and through the club prepared for
democratic citizenship. The book is divided
into twelve chapters and contains valuable
discussion on such points as: The Doy
and the gang: the club as a miniature
government; the qualifications of a club
leader; the problems of the internal man-
agement of a club; the gymnasium and the
playground as auxiliaries to the club; the
social and the literary features of a club;
a parliamentary guide; such club aids as
topics for discussion, literary hints, decla-
mations and plays, also club miscellanea,
containing sample of constitutions, methods
of preparing minutes, a classified list of clubs,
suggesting names, how to keep reports and
accounts, and various club cheers. The
chapter on the club world gives the raison

d’etre of a club and the extent of boys’
clubdom in the United States. Although
this hook is devoted to hoys clubs, the
authors felt that it would not be amiss to
devote at least one chapter to the question
of girls' clubs, as, according to their opin-
jon, reasoning it out quite logically, there
are, without question, quite a number of
features in a girl’s club that have much in
common with those of a boys’ club.

Puiure L. SEMAN,

EXCHANGE BUREAU

Highly educated gentleman (University
of Vienna and Columbia University train-
ing) with practical experience in settlement
and welfare work seeks position with in-
stitution or large commercial concern. At
present employed with big manufacturing
plant. Big field more ecssential than big
money. S.S. B, care of JEwrsH CHARITIES.

Young woman wanted to teach arts and
crafts. Apply Young Women's Union, 428
Bainbridge Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

Wanted a Superintendent and Assistant ;

at the Hebrew Sheltering Home, Baltimore,
Md. Broadway and TFairmount Avenue.
Apply Dr. Halpern, care of H. 5. H.

PRESERVE YOUR COPIES

EMBERS of the National
Conference of Jewish Chari-

ties and subscribers to JEWISH
CHARITIES are requested to
save the copies of JEWISH
CHARITIES sent them monthly,
as the proceedings of the meeting
at Memphis will be published in
JEWISH CHARITIES, and will
not be issued separately in book-
form. An index will be printed
with each volume of JEWISH
- CHARITIES, and those who will
bind their volumes of this maga-
zine will have the proceedings and
other interesting matter in perma-
nent form. It will not be possible
for the office to supply extra
copies, except in a case here or
there; and we therefore ask you to

PRESERVE YOUR COPIES
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TMr. Fromenson's article on the “Federa-
tion of Federations” will be read with in-
" terest, for it carries the organization of
charity work further than has ever heen
suggested before, and it undertakes to set
out in some detail the practical advantage
of such enlarged unification of charity
anagement. For some of the difficulties
of federation, which he mentions. further
" federation will be no cure. If in the
farger federation there happen to be men
" of narrow views, they would do much more
" harm than they could on the hoards of
- focal organizations. And there is no guar-
that the national board will be free
this kind of impediment. On the
hand, we believe that too much is
of this point. As a rule, the direc-
tors of federations have performed their
- dtities with a view to the general good.
fheir mistakes have been mainly slips of
gdgment, from which no man or set of
wen can hope to be free.

rThat some national authority is needed
_to prevent the accumulation of “national”
'i‘nsmc’ms, cannot be disputed.® We bhe-
H{&ve "that two national ]mspitalz arc now
being projected—one in the Middle West
~dfid another on the Pacitic Coast. Of the
“former, it is reported that it began with a
#ingle case, and that a local case; but as
the town happens to be a health resort, the
‘national” idea was taken up in the lope
hat general support could be obtained. A
well-known Jewish journal has already pub-
lished a statement to the effect that this
“worthy charity” is under way, though
‘do’ubt may be expressed whether it has any
-trustworthy information of the movement.
Whetlier a hody like the National Con-
ference of Jewish Charities can assume
gtach a function without impairing its use-
tlhess in other dircctions, is a matter for
discussion. In appointing a Palestinian
Committee, and publishing a report on the
kharities_ of Palestine, the Conference has
aken a step in that line without unfavor-
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FEDERATING FEDERATIONS

able results; but to perform the same ser-
vice for this country might mean something
quite different. The queéstion needs care-
ful consideration. i

When, however, it comes to gathering
funds for national organizations, Mr. From-
enson scores. He does a valuable service
in pointing out the waste involved in send-
ing to the same cities, and to the same
people, a whole series of collectors, each
one soliciting for his own organization.
One solicitor could do the work of all; he
would save salaries and traveling expenses.
and would be more welcome than a half
dozen hent on the same mission. A cen-
tral board could pass upon the distribution
of the collections, and make a proper ad-
justment of income to work. Such an or-
ganization would make it difficult for a new
national venture to get the support of the
public without its endorsement.

Further federation than this could, we
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believe, hardly obtain a hearing at present.
New York would be unrepresented in the
greater federation, and to leave it out of
a country-wide association of charity or-
ganizations would be to limit the power
and authority of the enlarged federation
and to defeat its real purpose. An approach
to what Mr. Fromenson has in mind might
he' made by way of a central collecting
board for national organizations now em-
ploying canvassers: and if this were suc-
cessful, it might develop into something
similar to what he argues for in his article
on the “Federation of Federations.” |

Meanwhile the federation of lncg chari-
ties continues, and the federation idea is
receiving further support and endorsement.
This will pave the way for further con-
centration should closer co-operation be
deemed wise and feasible. When that step
is taken, however, it will be to attain defi-
nite, ascertained and desired ends, which
have not yet appeared.




