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The Florida1998 elections covered seven statewide offices. Candidates run together on one ticket 
for the offices of governor and lieutenant governor. 

The Florida Legislature is made up of 120 House districts, each with one representative and 40 
Senate districts with one senator for each district. The 1998 elections covered all 120 House seats, 
20 even-numbered Senate seats, and one odd-numbered Senate seat, 25, that was open because 
of a vacancy. Representatives for the House serve for two years, and senators serve a four-year 
term. 

The following table shows the breakdown of total money raised for the 1998 races by office. 

 

  

LEGISLATIVE CANDIDATES 

 

 

  

Numbers from the two previous tables were averaged to create the graphs below. 



 

 

  

LEGISLATIVE WINNERS & LOSERS 



 

 

 

The two tables above, total dollars raised and total number of candidates, were used to create the 
averages shown in the graph below. The graph shows how much was raised, on average, by 
candidates who won, lost in the general and lost in the primary in the House and Senate. 

 

  

THE HOUSE 

  



Republicans controlled the Florida House after the 1996 elections 61 - 59. Republicans picked up 
12 additional seats in the 1998 elections, to hold 73 seats to the 47 seats held by Democrats. 

Twenty-four of the120 House races were open, meaning the incumbent for that seat didnt run. 
Fifty-one of the House races were uncontested. Three of those uncontested House races were 
open. Candidates running in the uncontested races raised, on average, $58,632. Candidates 
running in the contested races raised $79,976 on average. 

The table below details the top five fundraising candidates in the House. 

 

Republican candidates for the House, as a group, raised $11,019,854 and won 73 seats. 
Democratic candidates for the House raised $7,472,688 and won 47 seats. 

THE SENATE 

Republicans controlled the Senate in Florida before the 1998 elections by a margin of 23 seats to 
the Democrats 17. After the 1998 elections Republicans controlled the Senate by the same ratio. 

Five of 21 Senate races in 1998 were open. Eleven races were uncontested and three of those 
were open races. Candidates in the uncontested races raised, on average, $101,431. Candidates in 
the contested races raised $194,110 on average. 

The table below details the top five fundraising candidates in the Senate. 

 

  

Republican candidates for the Senate, as a group, raised $3,533,641 and won 12 seats. 
Democratic candidates for the Senate raised $3,211,302 and won 9 races. 

THE STATEWIDE ELECTIONS 



  

The table below gives the breakdown of candidates who ran for governor of Florida and their 
running mates for lieutenant governor. 

 

  

The graph below shows the ten economic sectors that gave the most money to the Republican 
gubernatorial ticket. It is followed by a similar graph for the Democrats. 

 



 

  

 



  

SOURCES OF CONTRIBUTIONS 

  

The following table shows which economic sectors gave the most money to all candidates, and it 
provides a percentage breakdown of what candidates in each party received. Contributors whose 
economic interests could not be determined gave $4,951,748; these contributors are not included 
in the total. 

 

  

The graphs and tables that follow are the industry, and in some cases, party breakdowns of the 
economic sectors described in the previous table. This shows where the money originates from 
within each sector. 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

  

  

MAPPING THE MONEY 

  

 

  

   



 

  

Looking at these two maps, notice that the population center of Florida is in Miami-Dade, Palm 
Beach and Broward counties. However, the bulk of the money coming to candidates from within 
Florida originates from Leon County, seat of the state capital, Tallahassee. 

PUBLIC CAMPAIGN FINANCING 

  

Florida has partial public financing of its gubernatorial and other statewide races. There is no 
public financing available for candidates running for the Legislature. 

Under state law, candidates for governor and the Cabinet offices of secretary of state, attorney 
general, comptroller, state treasurer, education commissioner and agriculture commissioner can 
get partial taxpayer matching funds to help run their election campaigns if they meet certain 
criteria. 

Gubernatorial candidates must first raise $150,000 in contributions and limit total spending to 
$5.8 million. Cabinet candidates must raise $100,000 and limit spending to $2.3 million. The 
$150,000 and $100,000 qualifying amounts must be raised from contributions of $500 or less 
from individuals or companies, but cannot include money from political parties. 

Once the Florida Office of Public Campaign Financing has confirmed, by counting deposit slips 
and Xeroxed checks, that a candidate qualifies for matching funds, candidates begin receiving 
matching funds at a ratio of $2 for every $1 they raise. 

The following table shows which candidates used public funding and how much they received as 
well as which candidates didnt use public funding in their campaigns. 



 

  

CONTRIBUTION LIMITS 

  

Floridas contribution limits that were in place during the 1998 cycle are as follows. 

"A candidate may not accept a contribution in excess of $500 from any one person per election. 
A "person" is an individual or a corporation, association, firm, partnership, joint venture, joint 
stock company, club, organization, estate, trust, business trust, syndicate or other combination of 
individuals having collective capacity. The term includes a political party, political committee or 
committee of continuous existence. Loans are considered contributions: however, loans made by 
a candidate to his own campaign are not subject to contribution limitations. In-kind contributions 
are subject to the same contribution limitations as money. An in-kind contribution is anything of 
value except money made for the purpose of influencing the results of an election." - from the 
Florida Department of State Web page. 

  

  

INCUMBENCY AND CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS 



 
· Only 12 out of 148 winners in the legislative and statewide races, or 8 percent won without the 
advantage of incumbency or of raising the most money.  

· 135 of 148 winners, or 91 percent, were the candidates who raised the most money. 

· 106 of 148 winners, or 72 percent, were incumbents. 

· 136 of 148 winners, or 92 percent, had the advantages of incumbency, the most money, or both. 

  

 


