
Book Reviews 

Edited by Louis LEVITT, D . S . W . 

Essay Review: On the Holocaust 
NORA LEVIN 

Accounting for Genocide: National Re
sponses and Jewish Victimization During the 
Holocaust, by Helen Fein. University of 
Chicago Press, Chicago, paperback ed. , 
1984. 468 p p . $13.95. 

An Interrupted Life: The Diaries of Etty 
Hillesum, 1941-1943. T r . f r o m t h e 
Dutch by A r n o Pomerans . Pan theon 
Books, New York, n.d. 226 p p . $12.95. 

T w o m o r e disparate books on the 
Holocaust can scarcely be imagined, yet 
when read a n d p o n d e r e d in juxtapos i 
tion they throw in sha rp relief the d e e p 
abyss that still separates those who were 
in it f rom those who try to u n d e r s t a n d 
it. Dr. Fein is an outs ider , a sociologist, 
impat ient with the m o r e tradit ional ap 
proaches to history, conf ron t ing the 
Holocaust "with the assumption that 
Jewish victimization was the test case of 
the response of nat ions, the end p roduc t 
of a process testing h u m a n bonds within 
nat ions subject to G e r m a n instigation o r 
occupat ion." H e r s tudy aims to explain 
why the survival of Jews in certain lands 
was grea ter than the p ropor t ion they 
bo re (one-third) of the Jewish popula
tion of E u r o p e . I n Poland and Hol land, 
for example , almost all Jews per ished, 
bu t in Italy, D e n m a r k and Bulgaria, 
most survived. In examin ing the reasons 
for these differences. Dr. Fein uses a 
quant i ta t ive a p p r o a c h , involving the 
construct ion of models , the testing of 
h y p o t h e s e s , a n d , as s h e p u t s i t , 
"sociological modes of knowing," in
cluding statistical analysis, cross-tabula
tion and regression analysis. But tressing 
he r analyses, correlat ions, and conclu
sions a re complex appendices . A p p e n 

dix A defines fifty-eight factors that a re 
coded , such as pre-war status of Jews , 
s t rangers , sp read (dispersion of Jewish 
populat ion) , nat ional solidarity, success 
of indigenous anti-Semitic movements 
a n d timing of depor ta t ion /ex termina
tion threa t . A p p e n d i x B includes meth
odological notes a n d intricate tables of 
ze ro -order corre la t ion coefficients of 
revised and critical variables. I t is with 
such tools, a imed at weight ing a n d cor
relat ing data , that Dr . Fein analyzes 
Jewish survival in twenty countr ies in 
E u r o p e and in the cities of Athens and 
Salonica be tween 1939 and 1945. She 
alerts the r eade r to the omission of cer
tain e lements in Holocaust history: t he 
organizat ion of the machinery of dea th , 
the concent ra t ion a n d ex te rmina t ion 
camps , t he Jewish a r m e d res is tance 
movements , t he se tdement of refugees 
who fled and the activities of the Zionist 
m o v e m e n t in E u r o p e a n d Palest ine. 
T h i s , t h e r e f o r e , is a c i r c u m s c r i b e d 
s t u d y , w i t h m a n y d i m e n s i o n s o f 
Holocaust history deliberately selected 
out , and should not be read as a com
prehensive work. 

As in all quant i ta t ive his tory. Dr. 
Fein's s tudy seeks un i fo rmi t i e s , re
peated pa t te rns , a model and over
arching theory. H e r major hypotheses 
a re as follows: 

1. T h e grea ter the solidarity between 
Jews and non-Jews before the war, 
the fewer Jewish victims in a par
ticular nation-state; 

2. T h e grea te r the deg ree of G e r m a n 
control in a state, the less resistance 
and the more Jewish victims; 
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3. T h e m o r e successful the p rewar 
anti-Semitic movements , t he m o r e 
Jewish victims the re were. 

At the very outset , the effort to establish 
b e n c h m a r k s f o u n d e r s . T h e Sov i e t 
Union , in which over a million Jews 
were m u r d e r e d , is a l together exc luded 
because popula t ion estimates were not 
"reliable," yet acceptable ones can be 
found in the m o n o g r a p h s of Sh imon 
Redl ich a n d Dov Levin . M o r e o v e r , 
Salonica and Athens are extracted from 
their nat ional un i t Greece for reasons 
that a re not clear a n d dealt with as sepa
ra te entities toge ther with pure ly na
tional units . T h e s e uni ts a re coded to 
show the extent of Nazi control at the 
t ime of depor ta t ion o r the beg inn ing of 
physical ex te rmina t ion and the re fo re 
i nc lude Nazi p u p p e t states such as 
Croatia, carved ou t of Yugoslavia, and 
Slovakia, the eastern par i of Czechoslo
vakia as well as the terr i torial gains and 
losses of H u n g a r y , Rumania , Bulgaria 
a n d G r e e c e — a l l i n v o l v i n g m a s s i v e 
p o p u l a t i o n a n d c u l t u r a l - i d e o l o g i c a l 
shifts. Yet in es tabl i sh ing sol idar i ty 
rankings , an arbi t rary year—1938—is 
used a n d the pre-war nat ion states, be
fore the terr i torial changes were m a d e , 
a re indexed . T h e s e inc lude the whole of 
Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, a n d p re 
war Bulgaria , H u n g a r y a n d Rumania . 
This sort of non-symmetry is fu r ther 
confused by r ank ing France h ighe r t han 
Italy o r Bulgaria in i nne r communi ty 
"bond ing" in 1938—a de te rmina t ion no 
responsible s tudent of European history 
would make . 

O n e finds a fu r the r inconsistency in 
the author ' s use of 1936 as the base year 
to r ank anti-Semitic movements in Hit
l e r -Europe a n d connect the intensity of 
these movements with Jewish victimiza
t ion d u r i n g the Holocaust . Croat ia a n d 
Slovakia a re listed as "states" in this 
table, a l though they were no t crea ted 
u n t i l 1941 a n d 1939 r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

Moreover , the Ustashi in Croat ia a n d 
the Hlinka Guards in Slovakia, which 
con t r ibu ted to anti-Jewish feeling a n d 
m u r d e r later, were not un leashed unti l 
t he i r r espec t ive p u p p e t s tates w e r e 
crea ted . 

Fu r the r , to r ank Poland, H u n g a r y 
a n d Rumania with G e r m a n y in 1936, as 
h a v i n g equal ly e x t r e m e ant i -Semi t ic 
movements a n d discr iminatory legisla
tion, is push ing definitions a n d indices 
to u n s o u n d j u d g m e n t s . Despite wide
spread anti-Semitism, Jews were active 
in political part ies a n d in economic a n d 
cul tural life in Poland, Rumania a n d 
H u n g a r y in 1936, a n d Jewish chi ldren 
t h e r e could a t tend schools. T h e inten
sification of anti-Semitism and com
plicity in the m u r d e r of Jews in those 
countr ies resul ted from Nazi controls , 
o r f rom d e m a n d s for s t epped -up anti-
Jewish measures in r e t u r n for terr i tory 
o r military a n d political alliance with 
Ge rmany . In Germany , by 1936, Jews 
were a l together "outs ide the universe of 
sanctified obligation," to use Dr. Fein's 
l anguage . 

Beyond these non-comparab le time-
and-space uni ts , o n e also finds the ab
solute cer t i tudes that quanti ta t ive his
tory requi res , in o r d e r to give it a scien
tific cast, a n d a d is turb ing dogmat i sm. 
For example , one is astonished to read 
that "all Jewish social defense [non
violent] movements r equ i r ed the coop
erat ion of Christ ians to succeed," bu t 
that such movemen t o u g h t not to be 
confused with a r m e d resistance. Dr . 
Fein is r e fe r r ing to the efforts of Jews to 
evade depor ta t ion a n d to find h id ing 
places. T h e need to schematize a p p a r 
ently requi res the compar tmenta l iza t ion 
of historical reality, bu t categories a n d 
tables often obfuscate that reality. Most 
of the a r m e d resistance movements in 
fact sought h id ing places for Jews , and 
their primitive hec t ag raphed newspa
pers u r g e d Jews not to go or allow them
selves to be taken into the depor t a t ion 
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columns. In the Warsaw Ghet to , for 
example , be fore the 1943 upr i s ing , 
the re were explicit directives to build 
bunkers ; chi ldren were smuggled to the 
Aryan side or to H u n g a r y ; u n d e r g r o u n d 
girl couriers were sent ou t cont inuously 
to find h id ing places. I n Paris , t he 
Eclaireurs Israelites d e F rance r o d e 
subways in the dark of night t ranspor t 
i ng E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n J e w s to t h e 
countryside, but this activity did not 
prevent t hem nor was it at all separa te , 
f rom their becoming the nucleus of the 
Jewish fighting organizat ion in France, 
Organisation Juive de Combat. T h e Bielski-
fighters in the White Russian forests 
killed Nazis and laid ambushes , bu t also 
shel tered h u n d r e d s of women and chil
d r e n in their family camps . In h e r 
analysis of such events, as elsewhere. Dr. 
Fein is no t in teres ted in process or 
t ransformat ion, or the actual b lu r r ing of 
categories, bu t in a clinical d o g m a that 
cannot tolerate qualifying exceptions, 
mixtures of classificadons, or flows of 
living exper ience . 

O n e finds a similar absolutism in her 
s ta tement that "in Poland, unl ike West
e r n Europe , it was impossible to deny 
repor ts of Jewish exterminat ion after 
Ju ly 1942, on the g r o u n d that they 
could not be verified." Leaving out the 
mass of l i terature documen t ing the Nazi 
decept ions, including faked postcards 
from an imaginary work c a m p called 
Waldsee; the great variability and scat-
teredness of "verificauon"; the break
down of o rd inary communicat ions ; the 
highly ind iv idua l ized a n d subjective 
grasp , or inability to grasp , dea th in a 
gas c h a m b e r ; a n d t h e s h e e r u n -
thinkability of such a dea th in 1942, she 
uses the certain knowlege of the fate of 
two Jewish "ghe t to dictators", R u m -
kowski in Lodz a n d Gens in Vilna, to 
back u p this incredibly raw and inaccu
rate sentence. 

Dr. Fein comes down very h a r d on 
those writers who, she alleges, have 

been inhibited from examin ing Jew
ish behavior in its negat ive aspects, 
or who haven ' t asked the "r ight ques-
dons ," and who have accepted "a par
ad igm of a closed system of pe rpe t ra 
tor and v icdm—the Nazi versus the 
J ew alone—in which pe rpe t ra to r s a re 
usually cast as acdng and the victims as 
acted u p o n , " an approach which "over-
look[s] the interaction a m o n g potential 
m u r d e r e r s , victims, accomplices, and 
bystanders that p receded the cr ime of 
genocide ." No serious Holocaust scholar 
has been guilty of be ing impr i soned in 
such a c losed sys t em. R a t h e r , t h e 
tradit ional historian can a n d has dealt 
with the dense and complex h u m a n ex
periences that defy closed categories. 
T h e i r work is thickly packed with the 
immense , unclassifiable details and var
iability of Jews a n d non-Jews. Pe rhaps it 
is Dr. Fein's own mind-set which is in the 
gr ip of a closed system, that comes down 
very h a r d on the Jewish Councils, and 
puts t hem into her model , but rejects all 
Zionist and Jewish u n d e r g r o u n d ac
tivity. She does not account for the 
whole r ange of Nazi decept ions. What 
she has selected ou t may be as signifi
cant as what she has chosen to select in. 
As we now unde r s t and from scientists 
themselves, every hypothesis has the 
unde r l i ng of a bias, and every "proof" 
the elaborat ion of that bias. Dr. Fein has 
not freed herself of biases. H e r study 
p o u n d s the flesh-and-blood realities of 
the Holocaus t in to c h u n k s of da ta , 
which yield u p a certain limited kind of 
knowledge , bu t lack u n d e r s t a n d i n g . 
Curiously, she strays into the rea lm of 
the more tradit ional historian in h e r 
Prologue, when she writes of he r effort 
to "pull the th reads as best I can," in 
re fe r r ing to a Jew writing the history of 
the Vilna Ghet to on pape r on a sewing 
machine without th read . O n e wishes she 
has dealth with th reads instead of tables. 

T h e Diaries of Etty Hil lesum could 
find no place in Dr. Fein's tabulat ions. 
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because h e r story is a wholly subjective 
explora t ion of one woman 's inner life as 
she grows f rom self-centered introspec-
don about the course of h e r complex 
emot ional life, t h r o u g h grea te r aware
ness of the suffering of Jews a r o u n d 
her , the d rawing of the Nazi ne t a r o u n d 
h e r own private world a n d h e r s truggle 
to accept whatever lies ahead . H e r diary 
spans the pe r iod from March 1941 to 
Augus t 1943 and t hen stops abrupt ly . 
T h e entries were m a d e by an obsessively 
a n a l y t i c a l , s e a r c h i n g y o u n g D u t c h 
J e w e s s of twe n ty - s even d u r i n g t h e 
b r u t a l Nazi o c c u p a t i o n of H o l l a n d . 
However , it is h e r own tu rbu len t soul 
that interests h e r mainly, not the ha r sh 
events that reach he r at first only indi
rectly. 

Etty was the d a u g h t e r of an assimi
lated Jewish family, equ ipped with a law 
deg ree , a gift for the Russian language 
a n d keen interest in psychology. D u r i n g 
the diary years we find h e r living a n d 
be ing shel tered by devoted Christ ian 
fr iends in a r e n t e d r o o m , giving lessons 
in Russian to ea rn some money , pon
de r ing h e r relat ionships with men , in
c luding several lovers, r ead ing passion
ately in Rilke, Dostoyevsky a n d the 
Bible, and yea rn ing to become a writer . 
She exper iences wild fluctuations in h e r 
feelings, examines " the mean ing of life" 
quest ion cont inuously, a n d expresses 
the tu rbu len t r ichness of a br ight , sensi
tive y o u n g woman ma tu r ing at the br ink 
of an abyss. She makes only glancing 
references to the persecut ion a n d suf
fer ing of Jews outs ide h e r magic circle, 
a n d when she is "dis t racted" by them, 
she finds h e r way back, not allowing 
herself to be " g r o u n d down by the mis
ery outside." 

T h e r eade r may become impat ien t 
with so much of Etty's p reoccupa t ion 
with her own self-development while 
the Nazi killing claw is sha rpen ing out
side the cozy warmth of he r r o o m and 
"beloved desk" a n d t e n d e r m o m e n t s 

with he r lover Spier, a fifty-five year old 
p s y c h o t h e r a p i s t a n d r e f u g e e f r o m 
Germany . Yet gradual ly a n d r emorse 
lessly, t he claw sha rpens for he r , too, 
a n d she steadies herself to re ta in a 
s t rong , i nne r center that can cope with 
any th ing to come. It is this t ransforma
tion that grips the r e a d e r with its inten
sity of p u r p o s e a n d disciplined cer
tainty, a process of spiri tual g rowth that 
pulls on the most meaningful e lements 
in Etty's charac ter : h e r r epea ted affir
mat ion of the beauty and value of hfe; 
h e r de te rmina t ion not to relieve h e r 
feelings t h r o u g h h a t r e d and vengeful-
ness toward Germans ; he r unconven
tional religious faith a n d p ray ing to 
God, whom she describes as "what is 
deepes t inside me"; h e r openness to all 
exper iences ("I want to be sent to every 
one of the camps . . . all over E u r o p e . . . 
I don ' t ever want to be safe"). 

We know that she will not be able to 
sustain these exalted feelings in Wester-
bork and Auschwitz, but we must strain 
to u n d e r s t a n d the flooding embrace of 
he r fate. N o r was Etty a lone in this o r 
similar spiritual pi lgr images of o the r 
Jews before the gates of hell o p e n e d for 
t h e m , consuming the brave pledges they 
m a d e to themselves. O n e thinks for 
example , of the quiet , res t ra ined letters 
of G e r m a n Jews "going o n a j o u r n e y " 
— t h a t is, b e i n g d e p o r t e d — b u t no t 
knowing what kind of j o u r n e y they were 
going on . Dr. Cora Berl iner , who was 
d e p o r t e d in J u n e 1942, wrote abou t " the 
m a n y p r e p a r a t i o n s to be m a d e . . . 
T h e r e have been times lately when I felt 
that I kept too much outs ide reality. 
Now the re will be new impressions and 
new possibilities to prove one 's mett le ." 
O n e also thinks of the last flicker of 
sp i r i t ua l p r i d e in t h e r e m n a n t s of 
Zionist t ra in ing camps in G e r m a n y in 
1943. O n the eve of Passover, the last 
g r o u p is at Gros se /Hamburg on the out
skirts of Berlin, to be d e p o r t e d to Ausch
witz: ". . . in the evening we sing Shir 
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Ha-ma'alot[ Psalms, A Song of Ascent] . A 
s t range a tmosphe re reigns in this house . 
A mix ture of despair and sharp-wit ted 
mockery, of a last glow of will-to-live 
a n d dra in once more all tha t life has for 
giving. A kind of Magic Mounta in . A n d 
we s tand h e r e now, amongs t all this, 
with s t rength and assurance, pe rhaps a 
bit too demonstra t ive , a n d p repa redness 
. . .On Monday , at reveille, one last 
muster . Last words of belief in benevo
lent fate, of belief in one's companion 
. . ." Dr. Janusz Korczak and the chil
d r e n of his o r p h a n a g e , Jewish teachers, 
rabbis, and countless o r thodox Jews also 
faced their fate with a calm nobility. 
How does one quantify such experi
ences? Vicdmizadon d u r i n g the Holo
caust had infinite shades and lights, 
inseparable from the complexity and 
mystery of each ind iv idua l life, in
capable of being coded and cross-tabu
lated even in the fifty-eight factors of 
Dr. Fein's study. 

We don ' t know, of course, how long 
the s truggle "to bear whatever comes" 
could be sustained by Jewish victims. 
Etty's b roke down at Westerbork , a 
camp in Hol land, deceptively p romoted 
as a labor camp, to which she volun
teered to go, which ultmately became a 
way-s ta t ion to Auschwi t z . She h a d 
steeled herself not to hate , "to take it all 
in", not to become a "chronicler of hor
rors , " but in h e r last letters to he r 
friends in the s u m m e r of 1943, she ad
mits that the misery at Westerbork is 
i n d e s c r i b a b l e . H e r i n n e r c o r e o f 
s t rength cracks and he r God is at tacked: 
"God Almighty, what are you do ing to 
us? . . . We a re being h u n t e d to death 
r ight t h r o u g h E u r o p e . . . Now I a m 
transfixed with h o r r o r . . . Could one 
ever hope to convey to the outside world 
what has h a p p e n e d he re today? . . ." 

E t t y p e r i s h e d in A u s c h w i t z o n 
November 30, 1943. H a d she survived, 
he r life would have been infinitely more 
than a statistic in tables, codes, and 

c r o s s - r e f e r e n c e s t o s u b s t a n t i a t e a 
hypothesis . Even so, however brief he r 
life was, it is and was the life, her life, that 
mat te r s , tha t he lp us ove rcome the 
abyss. 

Ms. Levin is Associate Professor 
of Jewish History and Director 
of the Holocaust Oral History 
Archive, Gratz College, 
Philadelphia 

We Can Speak for Ourselves, by Paul 
Williams & Bonnie Shoultz. Ind iana 
Universi ty Press , B looming ton , I n d . 
1984. 245 p p . 

T h e emerg ing self advocacy move
men t is a deve lopment that we have ob
served for over two decades. Special 
popula t ions often neglected a n d in
visible to o u r daily eye a re d e m a n d i n g to 
be seen and to be hea rd . Beginning with 
the "Black is Beaudful" formulat ion of 
the 60's we have witnessed a growing 
n u m b e r of so-called second class citizens 
who are learn ing by do ing and thereby 
march ing their way into mains t ream so
ciety. 

This book is a r emarkab le "how to" 
book . We ge t a full m e n u of o ld 
fashioned receipes, tr ied and t rue and 
not unlike what mama used to cook. 
Group work is "alive and well" within a 
h i g h f u n c t i o n i n g g r o u p of d e v e l -
opmental ly disabled adults . This g r o u p , 
whom we have seen as vulnerable o r in 
need of ou r special protect ion, is able to 
place before us a model of self organi
zation for the purposes of advancing 
their own rights and legitimate needs . 
T h e book r eminds us of many old les
sons—everyone likes her/his own inde
pendence and wants to d o for her / 
himself. Despite ou r sense that we have 
a special expert ise and we indeed know 
how to be helpful without taking over, 
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this small volume describes the efforts 
of two self advocacy p r o g r a m s in Grea t 
Britain a n d in Nebraska which illustrate 
a h igh deg ree of self de te rmina t ion a n d 
self direction by the mentally r e t a r d e d 
members themselves. 

T h e ro le of t h e advisor in these 
g roups was an indirect one a n d clearly 
the activity a n d par t ic ipat ion of the 
g r o u p m e m b e r s were the key. 

Achieving such a h igh deg ree of self 
advocacy in what we would th ink of as a 
"l imited" g r o u p is no t miraculous o r 
mysterious. T h e s tep by step chap te r s 
describing how to organize a n d to im
p lemen t r ead like a p r i m e r in g r o u p 
work. T h e fundamen ta l achievement in 
this book is the recognidon tha t men
tally r e t a r d e d people can think, p lan, 
a n d d o for themselves a n d can d o this in 
g roups that have the same g r o u p devel
o p m e n t s tages as so cal led n o r m a l 
g roups . With g r o u p goals clearly stated 
a n d sha red the mentally r e t a r d e d have 
found their voice and a re mak ing their 
way into areas a n d activities that he re to 
fore have been p l anned for t hem, d o n e 
for t hem, a n d decided for t h e m . T h e y 
a re launching themselves, th inking their 
own thoughts , feeling their own feel
ings, and do ing their own organizing!! 

Ethelle Shatz 
Assistant Director of H u m a n 

Services 
Federa t ion of Jewish 

Phi lanthropies 
of New York 

Daughters of the Covenant, by Edward 
Wagenknech t . T h e University of Massa
chuset ts Press, Amhers t , 1983. 192 p p . 

I n Daughters of the Covenant, Edward 
Wagenknech t applies his considerable 
academic research and analytic skills, 
as a historian of l i tera ture , to writ ing 

abou t "six highly accomplished Jewish 
women" : Rebecca Gratz (1781-1869) , 
E m m a Lazarus (1849-1887) , Amy Levy 
(1861-1889) , Lillian Wald (1867-1940) , 
E m m a G o l d m a n ( 1 8 6 9 - 1 9 4 0 ) , a n d 
Henr ie t t a Szold (1860-1945) . 

Why this par t icular half dozen? In the 
preface the a u t h o r tells us that : "bio
g r a p h i c a l wr i te rs a r e in l a rge p a r t 
chosen by their subjects, bu t I can say 
they interes ted me as individuals. T h e y 
do , nevertheless , i l lustrate various types 
of Jewish womanhood . " 

While it is qui te obvious why these six 
women would interest this a u t h o r or any 
s tuden t of history and l i te ra ture as indi
viduals, it is never m a d e clear how they 
i l l u s t r a t e v a r i o u s t ypes o f " J e w i s h 
womanhood . " O n e in fact feels at t he 
e n d quite mislead by the title, Daughters 
of the Covenant. 

W a g e n k n e c h t p r o v i d e s us wi th a 
chap te r o n each woman . H e focuses on 
the i r senstivity to esthetics, fine arts and 
l i tera ture ; their a t t i tudes toward na tu re , 
t he political and social climate of their 
times; their amorous a n d platonic re
lationships; and t hen speaks in a limited 
way abou t the i r Jewishness . Wagen
k n e c h t is u n e v e n in his t r e a t m e n t 
of this last factor. 

Of Rebecca Gratz h e writes that h e 
has "no doub t that Rebecca fulfilled all 
the r equ i rements of o r t h o d o x Jewry 
faithfully a n d uncompla in ing ly . " H e 
t hen goes on to say: "Many of h e r u t ter 
ances on religious mat ters seem indis
t inguishable f rom those of o r t h o d o x 
Christ ians in he r t ime. . . . Certainly she 
was n o intellectual in mat ters of reli
gion; i ndeed t he re a re t imes w h e n she 
seems naive." 

As for Lillian Wald, h e summar izes 
he r relat ionship to J u d a i s m in the last 
p a r a g r a p h of the chap te r on h e r as fol
lows: " W h e n J a n e A d d a m s d i e d , a 
Greek ne ighbor , visiting Hull H o u s e , 
asked, 'She Catholic? She Or thodox? 
She Jewish? ' and receiving a negative 
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reply to all these questions, suddenly 
reached out to grasp realization with 
'Oh, I see! She all religions.' " T h e same 
might well have been said of Lillian 
Wald. 

As a tool for en l igh tenment for use by 
Jewish educators and communa l profes
sionals about various types of Jewish 
womanhood , the book is a disappoint
ment . It offers little new informat ion 
about these individuals e i ther as Jews or 
as women . 

T h e au thor ' s need for scholarly accu
racy leaves us in most instances with a 
very unsadsfying portrai t of the woman. 
We never really u n d e r s t a n d their moti
vations, their personalities as a whole, 
the factors that cont r ibuted to making 
t h e m the "outs tanding" individuals they 
were. 

However , as an in t roduct ion to the lit
erary works of Amy Levy, the British 
poet , and E m m a Lazarus, who is known 
to most only as the a u t h o r of the words 
at t he base of the Statue of Liberty, the 
text is a delightful eyeopener . 

I t is in the presentat ion of the works 
themselves of these two poets and their 
analyses that Wagenknech t seems to be 
most comfortable, and therefore most 
percept ive. If one approaches this text 
as a s tudent of l i terature , t he re is much 
to be learned he re . 

Ellen Deutsch Quin t 
Consul tant , Personnel Services 
Council of Jewish Federat ions 
New York 

Helping the Abuser: Intervening Effec
tively in Family Violence, by Barbara Star. 
Family Service Association of America, 
New York, 1983. 242 p p . $19.95. 

Star's focus is the abuser—who he is, 
what causes h im to be what he is a n d 
what we can do to he lp him. Finally, she 

analyzes in d e p t h six non-tradi t ional 
p r o g r a m models whose focus is the 
t r ea tment of the abuser . 

This is a very well organized, highly 
readable book which admirably meets 
the au thor ' s pu rpose to "suggest ideas 
abou t p r o g r a m s that agencies, g ro u p s or 
individuals interested in family violence 
can implemen t in their communi t ies ." 
Both lay and professionals will find in
format ion from which they can develop 
i n n o v a t i v e p r o g r a m s . F u r t h e r m o r e , 
d u r i n g the course of he r s tudy. Star 
identifies a p roblem prevalent a m o n g 
p r o g r a m d i r e c t o r s she i n t e r v i e w e d , 
their feeling of isolation and absence of 
knowledge abou t o t h e r abuse r p r o 
grams . T o r educe their isolation a n d in
crease their knowledge, the au tho r de
veloped a booklet, "Services for Abusers 
in Family Violence Situations." T h u s , 
those interested in developing p rog rams 
for the abuser have this fine book and a 
potential network of exper ienced lay 
and professionals. 

This book is the ou tgrowth of a s tudy 
s tar ted in 1979 which inc luded 116 
agencies. T h e criteria for inclusion in 
the study were: 1) an identifiable p ro
g r a m or service specifically for family 
violence abusers , and 2) a p r o g r a m that 
had been in opera t ion for at least six 
months . P rog ram providers reflected 
the full spec t rum of social service in
stitutions. 

T h e book is divided into two par ts . 
T h e first pa r t is a general overview of 
he r findings, and the second par t an 
analysis of six non-tradi t ional p r o g r a m 
models with case examples . 

Star has taken one of society's most 
highly charged and emotional issues 
and problems and r educed these issues 
and problems into a reasonable and 
workable format . She first asked the 
study part icipants to formulate what 
they perceive a re the causes of family 
violence. F rom these percept ions she 
tells us w h a t p r o g r a m mode l s a n d 
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t r e a t m e n t modalities have been used 
a n d were effecdve. She then identifies 
issues in p r o g r a m deve lopmen t tha t 
admin i s t r a to r s mus t be sensitive to , 
these involve staffing, fund ing , com
muni ty at t i tudes, a n d most impor tant ly , 
staff b u r n o u t . Policy makers would d o 
well to review he r findings in C h a p t e r 3. 
By means of a concise char t she gives us 
a d e m o g r a p h i c profile of the abuser and 
then follows this u p with a revealing 
personaHty profile of the abuser . 

Having described the a t u t u d e a n d 
percept ions of the abuser and some 
h a r d facts about the abuser , Star fo
cuses on t r ea tmen t methods and issues 
—those that work a n d those that do 
not . T h e direct pract i t ioner and super 
visor should find this chap te r part icu
larly significant. 

Par t two is divided into six chapters 
which describe the six non- t radi t ional 
p r o g r a m s t reat ing family violence which 
she researched. T h e s e p r o g r a m s vary 
from being communi ty based consor
t iums to a closed State hospital sett ing. 
T r e a t m e n t in these p r o g r a m s lasted 
f rom short t e rm (12 sessions) to four 
yea r s . Modal i t ies u s e d c o v e r e d t h e 
spec t rum from family therapy to sup
po r t g roups ; most used a combinat ion 
of modalities. 

In in t roduc ing this second pa r t of the 
book, the a u t h o r tells us that she will 
"lead the r eade r t h r o u g h the following 
progress ion: a) T h e needs , phi losophy 
and struggles that lead to the creat ion of 
the p r o g r a m ; b) the componen t s of the 
p r o g r a m . . . p e r s o n n e l . . . t r a i n i n g 
need ; c) . . . typical case . . . in take to 
te rmina t ion ; d) resolut ion of r ecu r r en t 
t r ea tmen t issues; e) the ongo ing admin
istrative issues essential to p r o g r a m op
erat ion); a n d f) the key elements n e e d e d 
to e n s u r e the success of the p rog ram." 
She closely follows this out l ine a n d the 
r e a d e r is t a k e n t h r o u g h t h e s e six 
topics in l anguage that is s tudied, disci
pl ined a n d descriptive. T h e r eade r is 

s t ruck in all six case examples by the 
ravages of family violence on all mem
bers of the family, not ju s t t he abuser 
a n d the victim. 

Star 's excel lent k n o w l e d g e of h e r 
subject, combined with h e r lucid wri t ing 
style, makes r ead ing this book an infor
mative a n d educat ional exper ience for 
bo th professional a n d lay people in
terested in address ing this issue. 

I t is encourag ing finally to see a body 
of knowledge being developed that is 
abuser-focused since it is only by directly 
in te rvening with the assaulter tha t we 
will be able to r educe family violence. 

Eileen Nagel Rafield 
Associate Executive Director 
Jewish Child Care 

Association of New York 

Designing Field Education; Philosophy, 
Structure and Process, by Nina Hami l ton 
and J o h n F. Else. Char les C T h o m a s , 
Springfield, 111., 1983. 132 p p . 

Designing Field Education has an iden
tity p rob lem. Al though it is a brief work 
it has t rouble deciding whe the r it seeks 
to be a manua l for how to develop 
l ea rn ing contracts , a t reat ise o n the 
phi losophy a n d s t ruc ture of field edu
cation o r a mechanism for walking the 
s tudent t h r o u g h field educat ion . T h e 
book itself is des igned for both s tudents 
a n d faculty a n d the difficulty in this si
mul taneous target ing of two very dif
f e r en t a u d i e n c e s shows t h r o u g h o u t . 
However , if one can extract the essence 
f rom the book, really a m o n o g r a p h on 
l ea rn ing contracts , it t u r n s ou t tha t 
t he r e is m u c h of great value to the stu
dent , the faculty m e m b e r a n d the prac
t i t ioner in Jewish c o m m u n a l service as 
well. T h e r e is a t h o r o u g h , yet s imple 
explanat ion of what l ea rn ing contracts 
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are , why one might want to use t hem, 
and how to go about developing them. 
O n e must be willing to overlook some 
rhe tor ic which appea r s to be left over 
from the 60's, which discusses shar ing 
between teacher and s tuden t in a way 
which almost negates the idea that the 
teacher has anyth ing to t ransmit . But if 
that failing can be over looked a n d if one 
can ignore the prob lems in organizat ion 
caused by the book's a t t empt to do m o r e 
t han it really is do ing well, the exper i 
ence will be reward ing . 

Supervisors in all h u m a n service set
tings, not only teachers a n d s tudents , 
can benefit f rom the use of l ea rn ing 
contracts in o r d e r to clarify goals and 
objecdves. T h e material in this book is 
ext remely po in ted a n d succinct in ex
plaining the benefits and how one may 
go about taking advantage of those ben
efits. For that reason, this somewhat 
unusua l and odd book is well worth the 
inves tment of d m e in d igesdng it. 

Donald Feldstein, D.S.W. 
Assistant Executive Director 
Council of Jewish Federat ions 
New York 

Dori: The Life and Times of Theodor 
Herzl in Budapest, by A n d r e w Hand le r . 
T h e University of Alabama Press, Uni
versity, Alabama, 1983. 161 pp . $16.95. 

F r o m d m e to t ime, writers of the 
calibre of A n d r e w H a n d l e r a p p e a r on 
the Jewish scene, provid ing the r eade r 
with a scholarly analysis of their subject 
and a wonderful survey of a per iod in 
history. Such is the case of Handle r ' s 
research and app roach to the 18-year 
per iod of T h e o d o r Herzl 's early years in 
Budapest . 

T h e archival research a n d the signifi
cant d m e devoted to the translat ion of 
p r i m a r y s o u r c e s h a v e e x p o s e d t h e 
r eade r to the world of T h e o d o r Herzl 
and the variety of family, l i terary, a n d 
ideological forces that seem to come to
ge ther , touch ing the life of Herzl and 
inf luencing his world views. A n d r e w 
H a n d l e r is a craf tsman at def ining those 
delicate a n d detai led factors tha t shaped 
the th inking a n d actions s u r r o u n d i n g 
Herzl 's struggles with his H u n g a r i a n 
roots and his Jewish identity. 

T h i s b o o k ' s c o n t r i b u t i o n s , wh i l e 
many, a re cen te red on the revelations 
expos ing the one phase of Herzl 's life 
that r ema ined u n t a p p e d . For Jewish 
communa l workers , this book provides a 
n u m b e r of impor t an t insights. First, it 
r eminds us of the complex genealogies 
a n d social influences that have been a 
factor in the shap ing of Jewish lead
ership and in def ining a Jewish identi ty. 
Second, it is this type of vo lume that 
exposes individuals in o u r discipline to 
the ingredients , bo th positive a n d nega
tive, tha t fo rm potent ia l l eade r sh ip . 
T h i r d , for those of us who have invested 
much within o u r careers associated with 
Zionism a n d Isreal, t he substance of 
Herzl 's early beginnings is a useful and 
welcomed addi t ion to o u r u n d e r s t a n d 
ing of the father of modern Zionism. It is 
fitting that a native H u n g a r i a n , as is 
Hand le r , be assigned the responsibility 
to research this segment of Jewish his
tory. For those who ven tu re u p o n this 
book, they will be afforded that wonder 
ful exper ience of walking t h r o u g h the 
moments of ecstasy and times of agony 
that accompanied the Herzl legacy in 
Budapes t . 

Dr. Steven Windmuel le r 
Executive Director 
Grea te r Albany Jewish 

Federa t ion 
Albany, New York 
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